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of the dead, and pray for the blessing of God on
them,1 through the mediation of the Prophet; and
conceiving himself nothing, keep his heart free from
the thoughtlessness of mankind; weep as a warning
to others, and behold [with awe] the power of God,
saying, "Anterior to me, what mighty possessors of
kingdoms and wealth have been born on earth! but
the sky, involving them all in its revolving circle, has
mixed them with the dust." It is a bye-word, that,
"on beholding the moving handmill, KaSir<i? weep-
ing, exclaimed, ' Alas! nothing has yet survived the
pressure of the two millstones/ "

" Now, if you look [for those heroes], not one vestige
of them remains, except a heap of dust. All of them,
leaving their riches and possessions, their homes and
offsprings, their friends and dependants, their horses
and elephants, are lying alone! All these [worldly
advantages] have been of no use to them; moreover,
no one by this time, knows even their names, or who
they were; and their state within the grave cannot be
discovered; (for worms, insects, ants, and snakes have
eaten them up;) or [who knows] what has happened
to them, or how they have settled their accounts with
God ? After meditating on these words iu his mind,
he should look on the whole of this world as a perfect
farce; then the flower of his heart will ever bloom,
and it will not wither in any circumstance/" When

1  " On them," i.e., for the souk of tho dead.

2  A celebrated SmdS poet of Upper Hindustani   li'm pwtry Ii of a
sombre hue, but natural and sympathetic;   tho simile here is, that nw
creature has yet survived the pressure of the heavens and the earth j  tiso
heavens, being in motion, representmg tho upper millstone, ant! tho <*rtb
(supposed to be at rest), the lower mttlatone.